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The late Earle of Lindſey his Title, by which himſelf, and his Participants, do claim 17a66. 
” Acres of Lands in the Fennes in Lincoln-ſhire, and concerning Which a Bill hath Paſy'd the Houſe of Lox Ds, 


andis now with the Co mw © ns , Impowring Sir Henry Heron and Sir Willam Kiliigrew to perfe their Undertaking ; the 
which , if it hath not been according to the Particulars contained in this Paper , the Countenance of any Member of this Houſe 
i5 in no ſort deſired hereunto, | | : 


He Dreyners of Lindſey Level in Lincoln-ſvire, being informed, That ſome Perfons do whiſper many fcandalous Stories in the Eares of 
many of the Members of Parliament , greatly prejudicial to the Dreyners proceeding in that great undertaking, who to juſtifie then:= 
ſelves, have thought good to publiſh what hecei.. tollows; all which they will juſtifie, 

Firſt, We claim by the Law, and Authority of ſeveral Decrees of Sewers, 

Secondly, We claim the ſame Equity that former Parliaments afforded to ſuch undertakings, We having in this expended near 89cc0 !, 
to the very great benefit of the Common- wealth, which We hope may merit the ſame confirmation former Parliaments hath afforded tothe like Lnder- 
takings. 

That Commiſſions of Sewers were antiently part of the Commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer, 

That they were ifſuable at the Kings pleaſure, and that the King ( as he who had the Supreme care of things of publike concernment) was bound to 
grant ſuch Commiſſions upon all emergences. | ; 

That this was the Conſtant Opinion , We find in our Antienteſt Books of Common-law. That it was a conſtant praQtiſe, We find many ſuch Com- 
miſſions iſſued , two eſpecially , long before any Statutes now known In England were made, they were both ſent into Lincoln ſhire, and the firſt into the 
very parts where the Earle made his Works, and at that cime to have done this very Work that the Earle hath now done, 

But becaaſe thoſe Commitlioners were temporary, to Perſuns ſometimes Strangers in the Place, and ordinarily in redreſſe of Miſchiets already happe- 
ned by ſome former inundation , ſome Statutes have trom time to time enlarged the Power of Commiſſions to a& as well in Prevention, as Redrefs; and 
appointed thoſe Commiſſions ro Gentlemen living on, or near the Place, who by their timely notice might prevent, and their Authorities were made 
conſtant for cercain number of years. _- : 

T he firſt Statute co this purpole we find in Henry the third his time, which is as antient as any Statutenow known in England , very many ſ{ubſequene 
Statutes have enlarged their Powers in ſuch Particulars as in experience they found neceſſary, viz. to inable them to tax all Lands which might receive 
benefit, or avoid lotle : to make new Dreyns, if they upon theic view and obſervation found the antient Ones were not ſufficient ; to diftrain, and fell 
for not payment of thoſe T-xes , or in cir diſcretions to charge ſuch Lands perperually, or co ſell them for years or lives, in Tayle, or in Fee. 

And becauſe the Commiſſioners were Gentlemen of the Country, nor ever ſo intelligent in every ſcruple of Law) ic is by later Statutes provided,. That 
ctheic Decrees {hall not be examinable but ia Parliament , as divers heretofore have been 3 but thoſe Parliaments never avoided them , if they found the 
courſe taken by their Commilſioners , might probably do the work, though it was not yet really done, Bar on the contrary, rather than loſe the bene- 
ft that might thereby accrueto the State ( although thoſe Commillioners might in ſome thing have erred in judgement ) they did confirm their Decreer, 
and ſom times better the Contra& in behalf of the Undertakers, as they did Tindalls Law, Lovells Law, &c. 

That thoſe Lands undertaken by che Earle of Lindſey were hucttully ſurrounded in Herry the fifch his time, appears by Pceſentment at a Seſſion of Sew- 
ers at that time. 

That the Earle hath purſued the moſt eff<Qual courſe in doing the work appears by As of Sewer, at a Seſſion at Donington before Charles Brandon 
Dake of Sfo{kz, and many more eminent men in 3, H.8, wio decreed the making of new Dreyns in che very ſame place , and the fame our- falls to the 
Sea that the Earle hath done, only the Earle hach made the ſame, and ſome more, and much more capaciour, and that the Commiſſioners then laid the 
Tex generally, as the Commillioners noxw laid this laſt, before their Contra& with the Earle. 

That upon great complaint of the Inhabitants at a Sefiion of Sewers at Sempringham, 8 Eliz, before the Earle of Lincoln Lord High Admiral of Eng- 
land, and many more, a general Tax was laid for the repairing and enlarging Dreyns to carry away waters that in thoſe Fenng then annoyed them. 

At another Scflion 17 Eliz. at Swinfead, upon complaint ot the Country that they were then more drowned than formerly; the Commiſlioners then 
decreed the making ſuch Dreyns as the Duke of Suffo/he and others had decreed in Hen. $. his time 3 and ſuch as the Earle hath fince made, and they then 
laid a Tsx upon the ſame Lands, bur it was not paid, and ſo nothing was done. 

At Bourne in 6 Fac. the Commiſſioners upon their view of the great inundations that timeglaid a general Tax for doing ſome work in the faid Fennes, 

But about the 5 Car. Sir Antony Irby, Sergeant Calls, and other Commiſſioners of Sewers, and of the Peace, then finding all tormer Attempts fruic- 
leſſe , by reaſon the Inhabicants would never pay the T axcs, nor the Lands by reaſon of the Surrounder had no Cattell upon them to render Dilireſs, 
and well underftandcing that the King was bound, as is expreſſed in the Preamble of all Statutes of Sewers to give dicef&tion in works of this nature and 
neceſſity. Thoſe Commiſſioners We ſay, upon thoſe contiderations did by their Letters remonſftrate (o the then King, the neceſſitics and profits of drey- 
ning this Land, and beſeech'd his Majeſty to recommend ſome Perſons of Honour to contrat with them as Unlertzker; the King was pleaſed to recom- 
mend the Earle of Lindſ:y ; however before they made any Contrad with the Earle, they yet laid another Tax of 13 5s. 4d. per Acre, at a S:ſſion at 
Sleford of 35. Commiltioners, many of them Lords and Owners, and prime Gentlemen of the Country , and after three years expeQancy of that, and 


| lictle or none paid, Then 11 Car, leſt their endeavours ſhould have been as fruitleſſe, as formerly. ar a pnhlict Seffion of Sewers, and in a-general Aſſem- 


bly of Lords, Owners and Commoners, where were 32. Commiſſion:rs, many Lords and Ownecs of the ſaid Fennes; after many Propoſals and Refu- 

ſals, it was fully agreed, and a perfe& Contcatt made with the ſaid Earle, that the ſaid Lord ſhould have as a reward for dreyning all between Bourze and 

Lincoin, 24000 Acres, and as ſoon as he ſhould have finiſhed that Part between Bourne and Kime, &c. he ſhould have 14000 Acres, as a proportionable 

part for ſomuzl to be put into bis Poſſeſſion, when by the Commiſſioners it ſhould be adjudged dreyned. | 

- The Earle applyed himſelf to the work, and 12 Car. at a Sellion at B:ftony the Commillioners being 24. apportioned his part cut of each particular 
cnne. 

At a Seſſion at Bourn? 1 3 Car. 10 Commiſſioners aſcertained the Place where his Proportion in every Fenne ſhould lye. 

This Law was after confirmed x5 Car. at Sleeferd by 18 Commilſioners, 

After inthe fame year by 19 Commiſſioners it was viewed entirely upon the Place, after at a Seſſion at Sleeford the ſaid Commillioners did decree the 
Polleil:on to the Earle. Afﬀter which, 

The Earle did incloſe it, build, and inhabit it, plant, plough, ſow and reap two years without diſturbance, the third year the Parliament then ſitting, 
and having received [1x clamorous Petitions from ſome of the Country, andexamined many of their witneſſes, did as they conceived juſt, grant Orders 
from both Houſes , to quiet the Earles Poſſeſſions, and fecure the Croppes then upon the Land : But the Petitioners in contempt of all, ( pending their 
Petitions violently entred and deſtroyed the Dreyns, Buildings and Croppes then ready to reap, and of a very great value, and haveever fince held Poſ- 
ſe{lton againit the ſaid Earle, and periſhed his Works, which was the higheſt contempt that ever was done to a Parliament fittings 


N the year 15.5. after the War ended, the Dreyners did Petition the ſame long Parliament to reſtore them to their Poſſeſſion, and ts ſettle the (aid 

Dreyning, aad the Parliament id refer the buſineſs unto a Committee, where all the Members had voyces, that would come , and after feven years 
examination ot all Differences complained of by the Dreyners and the Rioters, with their Councels on both iides , untill chat both ſides did publixely 
declare to the Committee, that neither Party had more to fay : Whereupon, the Committee to give both Parties content, did refer the drawing up of the 
Report unto ihe Solicitors and their Councels on both lids, out of all the Papers and Examinations that lay in the Clerk of the Committees hands; and 
accurdingy the Report was by them drawn up, and every leaf thereof ſigned under by the ſaid Solicitors and the Councels: And this was done by Ma- 
«er Ion. Hall's advice, who did afliſt the Solicitor for the Rioters , anddid approve of every Particular before it was entered into the ſaid Report; 
which was after delivered by both Parties unto the Committee, and by the Chaire-man of the Committee, was preſented unto the Houſe, and on the 
reading thereof, the Parliament did Order a Bill to be brought in , for making an A to ſextle che aid Undertakings, and did appoint ſeveral dayes to 


_ che ſaid Bill, which was tendred by Maltcs Fcbn Goodwin ; but thai Parliament did end before ic could be perfe&ed, As the Parliament Records do 
ew. 


He Fennes in Queſtion have ever been hurtfully ſfurrognded , and that for fome hundred years laſt paſt it hath been the conſtant endeavour of the 
Country to Dreynthem, which could never be by them effe&ed, untill the late Earle of Lindſey did undertake and perform that Work. Upon Con- 
trat, and much importunicy from the Country, 
[t allo appears by the Lords and Owners not paying their Tax of 13 5. 4d. an Acre, that they did not yalue thoſe Fenne-lands to be fo much worth, be- 
fore the Earle's Undertaking, only th: Eacle of Lin:oln did pay his Tax for 300 Acres, and his ſaid Lands he holds by the ſame price. 

Alſo when the Earle had perfe&-d his Contratt with the Commiſſioners after four or five years Treaty for 30000 Acres, and at laſt agreed for 2 40c0 
Acres on the Countrics free proffer thereof, he did publikcly propoſe to any of the Country that would , ſhould be admitted into Partnerſhip with him 
for doing the work at Forty ſhillings an Acre; but the work was choughat in thoſe dayes fo hazardous, .nd the Land fo little worth, that only the Lord 
Cobham, Sir Edward Heron, and Mr. IVilliam Langton, did come in to adventure for their own Fennes only at Forty ſhillings the Acre. 

Laitly, note that all Treaties for this D:eyning was ever in publike many thouland of Commoners preſent ; and when the Contratt between the 
Commoners, and the Earle was made at Sleeford in that Ciurch, in preſence of 11x or ſeven thouſand of the Commoners, no onedifſenting, but ſo joyed 
that the Earle would accept of 24000 Acres, that the Farle was much crowded by the People, who accompanyed him to his Lodging, throwing up their 
Hats, and hollowing lowdly Acclamations of joy in his Honour, where it coſt the Earle 150 1, in Meat and Drink amongſt theſe kind men ; for if any 
words of D:{like had been from the Country, the Earle and his Participants would never have laid out their Eſtates on this work , bt when ſo many 
endeavours of paſt Ages had been fruicleſſe , and upon invitation from the Commonere, and after five or fix years publike Treaty,in the fice of the Coun- 
try, a Contract was thus made; and three years after, when that hazardous work beyond expetation was perfetcd by the Earle, Who could imagine 
to find ſuch Ingratitude as now appears from thoſe who were ſo mightily benefited by this work ! 


Tis alfo evident by the Dreyners great Houſes built, and the x4000. Acres being planted, plowed, ſowed, and reaped for three years together , that 
thoſe works were fully performed, and that they had Polltſſion, ” 


And ir appears by the Dr eyners Houſes being pull'd down , their Corn and Plantations, with all thoſe chargeable Works deſtroyed , that the Drey- 
ners were thrown out by a Riot, an | 


Ju 1; 1661 Henry Heron, William Killigrew. 


